


St. John Paul II
(born May 18, 1920 
Wadowice, Poland – died 
April A2, 2005, Vatican City, 
beatified May 1, 2011), 
(canonized April 27, 2014; 
feast day October 22)



Who Was Pope John Paul II?

Pope John Paul II was ordained in 1946, became the bishop of Ombi in 1958, and 
became the archbishop of Krakow in 1964. He was made a cardinal by Pope Paul VI 
in 1967, and in 1978 became the first non-Italian pope in more than 400 years. He 
was a vocal advocate for human rights and used his influence to effect political 
change. He died in Italy in 2005. It was announced in July 2013 that he would be 
declared a saint in April of the following year.



Early Life

Born Karol Józef Wojtyła on May 18, 1920, in Wadowice, Poland, Pope John Paul II's 
early life was marked by great loss. His mother died when he was nine years old, 
and his older brother Edmund died when he was 12.

Growing up, John Paul was athletic and enjoyed skiing and swimming. He went to 
Krakow's Jagiellonian University in 1938 where he showed an interest in theater and 
poetry. The school was closed the next year by Nazi troops during the German 
occupation of Poland. Wanting to become a priest, John Paul began studying at a 
secret seminary run by the archbishop of Krakow. After World War II ended, he 
finished his religious studies at a Krakow seminary and was ordained in 1946.



Rise Within the Church

John Paul spent two years in Rome where he finished his doctorate in theology. He 
returned to his native Poland in 1948 and served in several parishes in and around 
Krakow. John Paul became the bishop of Ombi in 1958 and then the archbishop of 
Krakow six years later. Considered one of the Catholic Church's leading thinkers, he 
participated in the Second Vatican Council—sometimes called Vatican II. The 
council began reviewing church doctrine in 1962, holding several sessions over the 
course of the next few years. As a member of the council, John Paul helped the 
church to examine its position in the world. Well regarded for his contributions to 
the church, John Paul was made a cardinal in 1967 by Pope Paul VI.



Becoming Pope

In 1978, John Paul made history by becoming the first non-Italian pope in more 
than four hundred years. As the leader of the Catholic Church, he traveled the 
world, visiting more than 100 countries to spread his message of faith and peace. 
But he was close to home when he faced the greatest threat to his life. In 1981, an 
assassin shot John Paul twice in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City. Fortunately, he 
was able to recover from his injuries and later forgave his attacker.



Legacy

A vocal advocate for human rights, John Paul often spoke out about suffering in the 
world. He held strong positions on many topics, including his opposition to capital 
punishment. A charismatic figure, John Paul used his influence to bring about 
political change and is credited with the fall of communism in his native Poland. He 
was not without critics, however. Some have stated that he could be harsh with 
those who disagreed with him and that he would not compromise his hard-line 
stance on certain issues, such as contraception.



John Paul II was the first globally oriented pope, and he increased the global 
prestige of the papacy. His emphasis on religious and national freedom was 
unprecedented. He also centralized control over Catholic educational institutions 
and maintained traditional church positions on gender and sexual issues.







Pope thoughts

After our final exam, we went to have cream cakes.” (Wadowice, 1999)

"I have no silver or gold. I have no ready answers to important questions." (Homily, 
Lyon, 1986)

“We must overcome our fear of the future. But we will not be able to overcome it 
completely unless we do so together." (Speech, UN, 1995)

"As history demonstrates, a democracy without values easily turns into open or 
thinly disguised totalitarianism." (Centesimus Annus encyclical letter, 1991)
“You must demand of yourselves, even if others would not demand of you!” 
(Meeting with youth, Jasna Gora, 1983)









Short video about pope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvJO4QzAZBc



Thank you for your attention ☺


